
Salvatore Dalí (Spanish pronunciation: [daˈli]) was a skilled draftsman, best known 
for the striking and bizarre images in his surrealist work. His painterly skills are often 
attributed to the influence of Renaissance masters.[1][2] His best-known work, The 
Persistence of Memory, was completed in 1931. Dalí’s expansive artistic repertoire 
includes film, sculpture, and photography, in collaboration with a range of artists in a 
variety of media.
Dalí attributed his “love of everything that is gilded and excessive, my passion for 
luxury and my love of oriental clothes”[3] to a self-styled “Arab lineage,” claiming that 
his ancestors were descended from the Moors.
Dalí was highly imaginative, and also had an affinity for partaking in unusual and gran-
diose behavior, in order to draw attention to himself. This sometimes irked those who 
loved his art as much as it annoyed his critics, since his eccentric manner sometimes 
drew more public attention than his artwork.

Gustav Klimt (July 14, 1862 – February 6, 1918) was an Austrian Symbolist painter 
and one of the most prominent members of the Vienna Secession movement. His major 
works include paintings, murals, sketches, and other art objects. Klimt’s primary subject 
was the female body,[1] and his works are marked by a frank eroticism—nowhere is this 
more apparent than in his numerous drawings in pencil.

Gustav Klimt was born in Baumgarten, near Vienna, the second of seven children — 
three boys and four girls.[3] All three sons displayed artistic talent early on. His father, 
Ernst Klimt, formerly from Bohemia, was a gold engraver.[4] Ernst married Anna Klimt 
(née Finster), whose unrealized ambition was to be a musical performer. Klimt lived in 
poverty for most of his childhood, as work was scarce and economic advancement was 
difficult for immigrants.


