
Henri Matisse (31 December 1869 – 3 November 1954) was a French artist, known for his 
use of colour and his fluid, brilliant and original draughtsmanship. He was a master draught-
sman, printmaker, and sculptor, but excelled primarily as a painter. Matisse is regarded, 
with Picasso, as the greatest artist of the 20th century. Although he was initially labelled as 
a Fauve (wild beast), by the 1920s, he was increasingly hailed as an upholder of the clas-
sical tradition in French painting.[1] His mastery of the expressive language of colour and 
drawing, displayed in a body of work spanning over a half-century, won him recognition as a 
leading figure in modern art.

Henri-Émile-Benoît Matisse was born in Le Cateau-Cambrésis, Nord, France, he grew up in 
Bohain-en-Vermandois, Picardie, France, where his parents owned a seed business. He was 
their first son. In 1887 he went to Paris to study law, working as a court administrator in Le 
Cateau-Cambrésis after gaining his qualification. He first started to paint in 1889, when his 
mother had brought him art supplies during a period of convalescence following an attack 
of appendicitis. He discovered “a kind of paradise” as he later described it,[2] and decided 
to become an artist, deeply disappointing his father.[3][4] In 1891, he returned to Paris to 
study art at the Académie Julian and became a student of William-Adolphe Bouguereau 
and Gustave Moreau. Initially he painted still-lifes and landscapes in the traditional Flem-
ish style, at which he achieved reasonable proficiency. Chardin was one of Matisse’s most 
admired painters; as an art student he made copies of four Chardin paintings in the Louvre.
[5] In 1896 he exhibited 5 paintings in the salon of the Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts, and 
the state bought two of his paintings.

Diego Rodríguez de Silva y Velázquez (June 6, 1599 – August 6, 1660) was a Spanish 
painter who was the leading artist in the court of King Philip IV. He was an individualis-
tic artist of the contemporary baroque period, important as a portrait artist. In addition to 
numerous renditions of scenes of historical and cultural significance, he painted scores 
of portraits of the Spanish royal family, other notable European figures, and commoners, 
culminating in the production of his masterpiece Las Meninas (1656).
From the first quarter of the nineteenth century, Velázquez’s artwork was a model for 
the realist and impressionist painters, in particular Édouard Manet. Since that time, 
more modern artists, including Spain’s Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dalí, as well as the 
Anglo-Irish painter Francis Bacon, have paid tribute to Velázquez by recreating several 
of his most famous works.


