
Claude Monet (French pronunciation: also known as Oscar 
Claude Monet or Claude Oscar Monet (14 November 1840 – 5 
December 1926)[1] was a founder of French impressionist 
painting, and the most consistent and prolific practitioner of the 
movement’s philosophy of expressing one’s perceptions before 
nature, especially as applied to plein-air landscape painting.[2] 
The term Impressionism is derived from the title of his painting 
Impression, Sunrise (Impression, soleil levant).

Claude Monet was born on 14 November 1840 on the 5th floor 
of 45 rue Laffitte, in the ninth arrondissement of Paris.[3] He 
was the second son of Claude Adolphe Monet and Louise Jus-
tine Aubrée Monet, both of them second-generation Parisians. 
On 20 May 1841, he was baptized in the local parish church, 
Notre-Dame-de-Lorette, as Oscar Claude.[3] In 1845, his family 
moved to Le Havre in Normandy. His father wanted him to go 
into the family grocery business, but Monet wanted to become 
an artist. His mother was a singer.

Born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1836, Homer was the second of three sons of 
Charles Savage Homer and Henrietta Benson Homer, both from long lines of 
New Englanders. His mother was a gifted amateur watercolorist and Homer’s 
first teacher, and she and her son had a close relationship throughout their lives. 
Homer took on many of her traits, including her quiet, strong-willed, terse, 
sociable nature; her dry sense of humor; and her artistic talent.[4] Homer had a 
happy childhood, growing up mostly in then rural Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
He was an average student, but his art talent was on display early.

Homer’s career as an illustrator lasted nearly twenty years. He contributed to 
magazines such as Ballou’s Pictorial and Harper’s Weekly, at a time when the 
market for illustrations was growing rapidly, and when fads and fashions were 
changing quickly. His early works, mostly commercial engravings of urban and 
country social scenes, are characterized by clean outlines, simplified forms, 
dramatic contrast of light and dark, and lively figure groupings -qualities that 
remained important throughout his career.


