
Edvard Munch (Norwegian pronunciation: 12 December 1863 – 23 January 1944)[1] 
was a Norwegian Symbolist painter, printmaker and an important forerunner of expres-
sionistic art. His best-known composition, The Scream, is part of a series The Frieze of 
Life, in which Munch explored the themes of life, love, fear, death, and melancholy.

Edvard Munch was born in a rustic farmhouse in the village of Ådalsbruk in Løten, 
Norway to Christian Munch, the son of a priest. Christian was a doctor and medical of-
ficer who married Laura Cathrine Bjølstad, a woman half his age, in 1861. Edvard had 
an older sister, Johanne Sophie (born 1862), and three younger siblings: Peter Andreas 
(born 1865), Laura Cathrine (born 1867), and Inger Marie (born 1868). Both Sophie and 
Edvard appear to have inherited their artistic talent from their mother.

Born in Reading, Pennsylvania, Haring grew up in Kutztown and was interested in art 
from an early age. From 1976 to 1978 he studied graphic design at The Ivy School of 
Professional Art, a commercial and fine art school in Pittsburgh. At age 19 Haring, who 
was openly gay,[1] moved to New York City, where he was inspired by graffiti art, and 
studied at the School of Visual Arts.

Haring achieved his first public attention with chalk drawings in the subways of New 
York (see public art). The exhibitions were filmed by the photographer Tseng Kwong 
Chi. Around this time, “The Radiant baby” became his symbol. His bold lines, vivid 
colors, and active figures carry strong messages of life and unity. Starting in 1980, he 
organized exhibitions in Club 57. He participated in the Times Square Exhibition and 
drew, for the first time, animals and human faces. In 1981 he sketched his first chalk 
drawings on black paper and painted plastic, metal and found objects.


