Pierre-Auguste Renoir (February 25, 1841-December 3, 1919) was a French artist who
was a leading painter in the development of the Impressionist style. As a celebrator

of beauty, and especially feminine sensuality, it has been said that “Renoir is the final
epresentative of a tradition which runs directly from Rubens to Watteau”.

8 Renoir’s paintings are notable for their vibrant light and saturated color, most often fo-
icusing on people in intimate and candid compositions. The female nude was one of his
primary subjects. In characteristic Impressionist style, Renoir suggested the details of
a scene through freely brushed touches of color, so that his figures softly fuse with one
another and their surroundings.

Leutze was born in Schwibisch Gmiind, Wiirttemberg (Germany), was brought to
America as a child, and then returned to Germany as a adult[1]. His parents settled

first in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, then at Fredericksburg, Va. He received his first
instruction in art from J. A. Smith, a portrait painter in Philadelphia. In 1840, one of his
paintings attracted attention and procured him several orders, which enabled him to go
to Diisseldorf, where he studied with Lessing. In 1842 he went to Munich, studying the
- works of Cornelius and Karlbach, and the following year he visited Venice and Rome.
P 1n 1845 he returned to Diisseldorf and was married, making his home there for 14 years.

Leutze’s portraits are known less for their artistic quality than for their patriotic emo-
tionalism. Washington Crossing the Delaware firmly ranks among the American
=national iconography, and is thus often caricatured.




