
Georges Seurat first studied art with Justin Lequiene, a sculptor. Seurat attended the
 École des Beaux-Arts in 1878 and 1879. After a year of service at Brest Military Acad-
emy, he returned to Paris in 1880. He shared a small studio on the Left Bank with two 
student friends before moving to a studio of his own. For the next two years he devoted 
himself to mastering the art of black and white drawing. He spent 1883 on his first ma-
jor painting — a huge canvas titled Bathers at Asnières.
After his painting was rejected by the Paris Salon, Seurat turned away from such estab-
lishments, instead allying himself with the independent artists of Paris. In 1884 he and 
other artists (including Maximilien Luce) formed the Société des Artistes Indépendants. 
There he met and befriended fellow artist Paul Signac. Seurat shared his new ideas 
about pointillism with Signac, who subsequently painted in the same idiom. In the sum-
mer of 1884 Seurat began work on his masterpiece, Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte, which took him two years to complete.

From his earliest days, Audubon had an affinity for birds. He played flute and 
violin, and learned to ride, fence, and dance.[7] He was hearty and a great 
walker, and loved roaming in the woods, often returning with natural curiosi-
ties, including birds’ eggs and nests, of which he made crude drawings.[8] His 
father planned to make a seaman of his son. At twelve, Audubon went to military 
school and became a cabin boy. He quickly found out that he was susceptible to 
seasickness and not fond of mathematics or navigation. After failing the officer’s 
qualification test, Audubon ended his incipient naval career. He was cheerfully 
back on solid ground and exploring the fields again, focusing on birds.


